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T O P I C :  

T ITLE  

Acienit id quatust ibustrum ese-
qui dem velles pro te que nis ni-
maxim illaborae in et resectat et es 
as endus que esti ut omnien- 

FINISH READING ON PG. 2 
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H O M E T O W N  H I G H L I G H T :  

PUERTO RICO 
by Mia Isabella San Inocencio 

Puerto Rico is a beautiful island in the Caribbean: from its unique tropical weather to the 

gorgeous white-sand beaches, this island is charmingly unique. This small island in the Carribean, 

which was known as “Borikén” prior Christopher Columbus’s arrival in 1493, is full of wholesome 

people, culture, and history.  Our mixture of races being African American, Taíno, and Spanish makes 

us different from other Latin Americans. We are well known for our mouth-watering food including 

Tostones, Pernil, Mofongo, and Alcapurrias. Our diverse music culture encompasses Bomba y plena, 

Salsa, and Reggaeton, as well as well-known artists like Daddy Yankee, Marc Anthony, and Ricky 

Martin.. Holidays and traditions celebrated in Puerto Rico are similar to the U.S and Latin America, 

but we also have our very own important traditions like Noche de San Juan, Fiestas de la Calle San 

Sebastián, and Festival Nacional Indígena. We are very festive and love to dance! Puerto Rico is filled 

with many cultural aspects that have us stand peerless compared to other islands in the Caribbean.  

 

JANUARY 
SCHEDULE 

 

 
 

A N N O U N C E M E N T S  
 

- Applications for the IVLA 

Student Government 

(grades 4-12) will be open 

January 5-31. 

- The IVLA High School 

Book Club is finishing the 

book “One of Us Is Lying” 

and will be reading “We 

Hunt the Flame” by 

Hafsah Faizal beginning 

January 17th. 

- Look out for the new 

dates and times on the 

High School Tutoring and 

Social Events Calendar! 



 

 

 

  

Join the Newsletter Team! 

Would you like to be a part of the newsletter team?  

Join us the first and third Tuesdays (2pm PT) and 

second Thursday (1pm PT) of the month on 

GoToMeet, or join the IVLA  High School Students 

Discord (ask your success coach!) and ask to be 

added to the Newsletter chat! 

Interested in being 

featured in the next 

edition of the 

International Times 

Newsletter?   Fill out 

this form:  

Newsletter Feature 

Submissions. 
 

IVLA Newsletter Volume #3, January ‘22:  International Times 

C L U B  C O R N E R :  

IVLA ART CLUB 
YEAR IN 
REVIEW 

 

by Sydney Fisher 
 

The IVLA High School Art Club 
had a great first year in 2021! The 

club had numerous meetings full of 
fun activities including art projects, 

virtual museum tours, and art 
exchanges. Check out these pictures 

to see some art club members’ 
highlights! 

TALKING WITH 

TEACHERS 

Featuring IVLA French and 

Spanish teacher Ms. Maria  

Ibanez from Madrid, Spain. 

  by Mia Isabella San Inocencio 

         & Alessandra Nungaray 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Continue to the next page  

for our special 2022 New Year’s  

themed section! 

 

What is your favorite memory from 

highschool? 

Break time with my best friends! So 

much fun! 

 

What is your favorite book or movie? 

Up! What an adventure!!! 

 

What is your least favorite food? 

Onions. 

 

Do you have a special talent? 

Ability with world languages. It 

doesn’t take long for me to pick up a 

new language. 

 

What do you like best about being a 

teacher? 

I get to work with awesome young 

people and support them in their 

learning. 

 

JANUARY 
NEWSLETTER POLL  

 

by Sydney Fisher and Bella Stoffel 
 

Fill out the International Times’ first 

student poll!  Responses are anonymous 

and results will be published in the 

February Newsletter. 

Click HERE to begin! 

 

                

                  Art by Isabel G. 

 

 

                

                 
               Art by  

                 Alessandra N. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Art by 
                                                                Sydney F. 

https://forms.gle/qUSSg9NwC3FNe18v7
https://forms.gle/qUSSg9NwC3FNe18v7
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfuB0gNCu45oUJJbraqJQZYcbA-9LhIsifptNE60rcOxpBTQA/viewform?usp=sf_link


 

 

 

  

 

ORIGINS OF THE YEAR 
by Bella Stoffel 

The Hebrew word for the word “year”, ‘sha·nah’ comes from a root definition 

of “repetition”, or “succession”, much like its Greek equivalent “e·ni·au·tos” 

conveys the idea of a cycle of time. This cycle of time is broken up into four 

seasons as the earth revolves on an axis at a set position from the sun. It takes 

the earth precisely 365 days, 5 hours, 59 minutes, and 16 seconds to make one 

complete orbit around the sun. These years are often characterized into 12 

different months based on regular phases of the moon as it revolves around the 

earth. As a result of the earth’s rotation, we can enjoy a variety of seasons as 

well as a definitive method of recording time by which we plan our lives. 
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Find recipes for the New Year on 

the next page! 

 

NEW YEAR'S TRADITIONS!   
by Angel Khoo and Alessandra Nungaray 

Happy New Year! Whether you stuff your face with mochi before the 

countdown, admire fireworks while drinking sparkling grape juice, or watch 

the ball drop in New York; we all have different New Year’s traditions! For 

example, in Spain, locals will eat 12 grapes at the stroke of midnight! In the 

1800s, vine growers in the Alicante area came up with this tradition to sell 

more grapes toward the end of the year, but the celebration caught on! In 

Greece, most people will hang onions! They believe that onions are a symbol of 

rebirth, and so they hang the pungent vegetable on their doors to promote 

growth throughout the new year. Ecuador also makes room for growth in the 

new year, through the burning of scarecrows! These bonfires symbolize the 

burning of the "año viejo," or “old year,” welcoming the new year by leaving 

the past behind. Regardless of where you are in the world or how you will 

celebrate the new year, we hope you have a wonderful 2022 ahead! 

 

NEW YEAR ’S  

RESOLUTIONS 
by Matilda Boero-Edelstein 

 and Sydney Fisher  

 

As we enter 2022, people 

around the world are making 

resolutions and setting goals 

for themselves with the new 

year in mind. Some IVLA 

students and teachers have 

shared their New Year's 

resolutions below: 

 

Get in shape, fix up the house, 

write a book.  

Mr. Navas, Teacher 

 

Exercise more, paint more, 

read more  

 Shiloh, Middle School 

 

I would like to read more, and 

travel   

Darrell, Middle School 

 

Grades, and on-time work.  

Josiah, Middle School 

 

I want to do better in school, 

be nicer, and grow out my 

nails!  

Dana, Middle School 

 

I want to make more time for 

myself to pursue my passions 

and work towards my goals!  

 Sydney, High School 
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MEET THE TEAM! 
NEWSLETTER  

STAFF LIST: 
 

 

 

Thanks for reading this 

month’s newsletter! 

-The Newsletter Team 

Dana Kagan: Grade 7, Bulgaria - Writer 

Shiloh Nagwekar: Grade 7, USA - Writer 

Maria Dominga Jimenez: Grade 8, Panama - Writer & Designer 

Josiah Stewart: Grade 8, USA - Writer 

Gerhard Fischer-Buder: Grade 9, Namibia - Editor 

Mia Isabella San Inocencio: Grade 9, Puerto Rico - Writer 

Alessandra Nungaray: Grade 9, Mexico - Writer & Communications 

Megan Schoenherr: Grade 9, USA - Writer & Communications 

Angel Khoo: Grade 10, Myanmar - Writer & Communications 

Matilda Boero-Edelstein: Grade 11, Spain - Writer & Communications 

Leonhardt Arnd Fisher-Buder: Grade 11, Namibia - Communications 

Bella Stoffel: Grade 11, USA - Writer & Editor 

Enam Zigi: Grade 11, Ghana - Designer 

Sydney Fisher: Grade 12, USA - Writer, Communications, Designer & Editor 

by Shiloh Nagwekar and Enam Zigi 

by Maria Dominga Jimenez 


